AVAILABILITY

Availability is making my own
schedule and priorities secondary to
the wishes of those I am serving.

Availability in Scripture
The Character of God

others, it is important to be free from clutter
and distractions in your own life. How can
you simplify your life so that you will be
better able to serve? Do you observe timely
bedtimes so you can arise refreshed in the
mornings? Do you complete your schoolwork
and chores early so that you have extra time
to help others? In how many unnecessary
activities are you involved? When you organize
and streamline your personal life, you will
have more time, energy, and resources to
accomplish your tasks and help with others’
tasks, too, as you work together to advance
the Kingdom of God.

• God is our Refuge and Strength, always
available to us in our times of trouble.
(See Psalm 46:1.)
• Jesus was in Galilee to preach, but He
turned His full attention to the leper who
came to Him for healing. (See Mark 1:38–41.)
• Jesus willingly laid aside His deity to become
a servant and live among us and pay the
penalty for our sin. (See Matthew 20:28.)
• The Holy Spirit is available to pray on our
behalf when we do not know how to pray.
(See Romans 8:26.)

3. Help Your Leaders. Leaders are appointed
by God. (See Romans 13:1–4.) When you are
available to serve your parents, pastor, police
officers, firemen, and city leaders, you are
indirectly serving those who are under their
care. You can begin serving your church and
community leaders now by praying for them
and asking the Lord to give you opportunities
to lighten their load. Your availability and
involvement will encourage your leaders to rule
righteously as God commands them to do.

Key Concepts
1. Be Ready. Early in America’s history,
Boston’s leaders recruited men who
were willing to fight against the invading
British army. These volunteers were called
“minutemen” because they would be ready
within a minute of being called! How long
does it take you to answer a call to action?
Are you willing to stop in the middle of a
project? When the disciples had been so
busy that they had not even had time to eat,
Jesus invited them to rest awhile. (See Mark
6:31–42.) This enabled them to be refreshed
and ready to serve others who would soon
come for help and healing. Jesus desired
that His disciples be as He was—available:
ready immediately, willing to set aside one’s
schedule and priorities for others.

Availability in My Life
• II Corinthians 4:5—Is my motivation to
make Christ known or to receive the credit
and praise for myself?
• Titus 3:1–2—How can I make myself
available for good works?

2. Simplify Your Life. “In lowliness of mind
let each esteem other better than themselves.
Look not every man on his own things, but
every man also on the things of others”
(Philippians 2:3b-4). To be available to assist

• Hebrews 12:1—What in my life or schedule
needs to be laid aside so that I can be wholly
available for the Lord’s work?
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• Matthew 25:40—Who am I really serving
when I help those who are in need?
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Availability
in the Life of Elisha

Read I Kings 19:15–21 and
II Kings 2:2–4, 6 as a family and discuss
the following questions:

1. W
 hat was Elisha doing when he was
found by Elijah? “[Elisha] . . . was plowing
with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
he with the twelfth” (I Kings 19:19b). When
was the last time you were interrupted
by a request to help someone else?

(I Kings 19:20–21). Do you politely make
an appeal if you need to take care of
something before being available?

2. A
 prophet's mantle was a symbol of his
profession. What did Elijah do with his
mantle to show God was calling Elisha
to be a prophet? “Elijah passed by him,
and he cast his mantle upon him” (I Kings
19:19c). What are different ways you
can be called today to do a task?

6. W
 hen given the opportunity to rest
from his calling, how did Elisha respond?
“And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here,
I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to
Beth-el. And Elisha said unto him, As the
Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not
leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el.
. . . And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry
here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me
to Jericho. And he said, As the Lord liveth,
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.
So they came to Jericho. . . . And Elijah said
unto him [Elisha], Tarry, I pray thee, here;
for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And
he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two
went on” (II Kings 2:2–6). Are you wholly
available all the way to the end of a
requested task?

3. W
 hen and how did Elisha respond?
“And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah”
(I Kings 19:20a). When you are called,
do you respond immediately and
agreeably as Elisha did?
4. W
 hat did Elisha need to do before
being fully available? “Let me, I pray
thee, kiss my father and my mother, and
then I will follow thee. And he said unto
him, Go back again: And he returned
back from him, and took a yoke of oxen,
and slew them, and boiled their flesh
with the instruments of the oxen, and
gave unto the people, and they did eat”
2
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5. W
 as Elisha willing to serve? “Then
he arose, and went after Elijah, and
ministered unto him” (I Kings 19:21b).
How can you show that you are willing
and ready to serve?

AVAILABILITY

Elisha Accepts the Call for Ministry
“[Elijah] found Elisha . . . who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen . . . and Elijah passed by him, and cast
his mantle upon him. . . . Then [Elisha] arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.”
—I KINGS 19:19, 21
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Memory Verse
PHILIPPIANS 2:20–21
“For I have no man likeminded,
who will naturally care for your state.
For all seek their own,
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.”

Memory Verse Game: Pop Ups
Write sections of the verse on separate pieces of paper. Shuffle the papers and then distribute
one verse section to each child. As you quote the verse, the child with the corresponding words
on his paper “pops up” and says those words with you. The child then quickly sits down, and the
person with the next section “pops up” in time to say the next words with you. When the entire
verse has been quoted, instruct the children to trade papers and play again. For younger nonreaders, tell them what words are on their papers so they know when to stand and say their
part of the verse.

Ask God how He wants you to apply the verse, i.e., “care for my little brother” or “take
opportunities to help Mom” or “stop what I’m doing when someone needs help.” Then fill in the
blank with His answer:
“Dear Lord, I yield to You and am willing to apply this verse by _____________________________________
_____________________________________. I ask that You would develop availability in my life. Amen.”
When the Lord gives you an opportunity to apply this verse, discuss it as a family and write it down
in your personal journal to later recall God’s working in your life.
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Doers of the Word
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Craft Instructions
Happy to Help! Magnets
Introduction
Read to the children: “This month we are asking the Lord to develop availability in our lives. What a
privilege to respond to the work He is doing to change us into the image of His Son! We are going to
make refrigerator magnets today to keep track of how many times this month we are ready to help
in the kitchen. Whether it’s washing dishes, cooking, or putting away groceries, the Lord can use each
task to develop availability in our lives.”

Supplies
Scissors, craft magnets or tape, crayons

Instructions

5
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Print out one of the patterns below for each child. Have the children
color their patterns and then cut them out. Adhere a craft magnet
(or use tape) on the back of the colored, cut-out pattern so that
the chef hat or apron will attach to the refrigerator. Read to the
children: “Each time I ask for help in the kitchen and you come to
help, add a tallymark to your magnet. At the end of the month, we
will count up how many times you were a blessing to me by being
available to help in the kitchen.”

AVAILABILITY
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Activity Page
Word Search

“For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. For all seek their own,
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s” (Philippians 2:20–21).
Availability: Making my own schedule and priorities secondary to the
wishes of those I am serving
*If finding the underlined words is too difficult or frustrating for your child, assign only a few words
to find—such as “The” and “Man.” Younger children could point to the ABC’s. Older children may
enjoy the extra challenge of finding all the words instead of only the underlined words.
6
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Enjoy meditating and thinking about the words of the memory verse and the definition of
availability as you find them in the word search below. The underlined words are hidden
horizontally, vertically, diagonally, and backwards.

HYMN HISTORY

Availability is making my own
schedule and priorities secondary to
the wishes of those I am serving.

“Take My Life and Let It Be”
Laughter, pleasant company, tasty food . . . a five-day visit at a friend’s house in London was the
perfect opportunity to relax. In 1874, a typical visit with friends might include group activities such
as charades, singing around a piano, or reading aloud from the evening newspaper while popcorn
popped over the friendly flames in the hearth.
Thirty-five-year-old Frances Havergal enjoyed times like that as much as anyone else. However,
during this particular visit, Frances felt especially burdened to pray for her friends.
Kneeling on the floor of the guest bedroom, this devout Christian woman boldly prayed, “Lord,
give me all in this house!” She was praying for the ten others who were there. Some were
Christians, but not seemingly wholly committed, while the remainder were unconverted. Frances
fervently prayed for them all.

Frances Ridley Havergal
(1836–1879)

Afterward, Frances was too excited to sleep. Most of the night she was awake in bed, praising
the Lord for His answer to prayer and renewing her own consecration to Him. What joy had
come from making her life completely available to the work of the Lord. Remembering that night,
she noted that, as the joy-filled hours slipped by, “these little couplets formed themselves and
chimed in my heart one after another till they finished with, 'Ever, only, ALL for thee.'” A new hymn
had been written—one which would bless and inspire her in years to come, just as it would for
countless thousands of others.
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Later, as she recalled that particular time and her burden from God to
petition Him for the salvation of her friends, Frances wrote: “. . . and He just
did [give me all]. Before I had left the house, everyone had got a blessing.”
One by one, God moved, working in their lives as five days passed until only
one day remained. Eight of the group had recommitted themselves or been
saved, but the two daughters who lived there had not made any salvation
decision. After Frances had retired for the night, she heard a knock on her
door. The governess asked if the two girls could come speak at this late hour
with their guest. Frances was eager to make herself available in hopes that it
would be the answer to her prayer for them. Soon the girls were in Frances'
bedroom, weeping in anguish over their wretched spiritual condition. With
great joy Frances led them to Christ that last and final night of her visit!

HYMN HISTORY

“Take My Life and Let It Be” | page 2

Years later the hymn would impact her in a very specific way. Frances had a beautiful voice, and she
was in high demand at concerts. She frequently sang with the London Philharmonic . After Frances
initially wrote this particular hymn, she often sang it in her own devotional times. She also made a
point to read through it on December 2, the anniversary of her own consecration to Christ. One day
when she was reflecting on the words, the following verse impacted her in a new way:
Take my voice and let me sing,
Always, only, for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee,
Filled with messages from Thee.
The Lord impressed on Frances’ heart to make her voice only available for the songs of the Lord.
She chose not to give secular concerts from that point on.
Do you make your schedule and your priorities second to the will and instructions of God and your
parents? This is really hard, because we naturally (selfishly) want to make our own desires of greater
importance. However, joy can only truly come when we learn to sing with Frances Havergal,
Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne,
It shall be Thy royal throne.
Not long before her death in 1879, this single young woman wrote to her sister,
I had a great time early this morning. I seemed led to much more definite consecration
than even when I wrote the hymn. When I came to the eleventh couplet—'Take my
love'—I realized that these words had been unconsciously not filled up. The voice, silver,
and gold, were simple; but love? I shall go forward and expect Him to fill it up and let my
life from this day answer to that.

Bibliography:
Johnson, Guye, Treasury of Great Hymns and Their Stories, Bob Jones University Press, Greenville, SC, 1986, pp. 250–251.
Morgan, Robert J., On This Day in Christian History, Thomas Nelson, Inc., Nashville, TN, 1997, p. Dec. 2.
Petersen, Randy, Be Still My Soul, Tyndale House Publisher, Inc., Carol Stream, IL, 2014, p. 309.
Sankey, Ira D., My LIfe and the Story of the Gospel Hymns, Harper and Brothers Publishers, New York and London, 1907, pp. 132–133.

This hymn and the other 11 featured hymns of this year’s character curriculum are available on CD. The hymns are sung by
home educating families to piano accompaniment. Go to store.iblp.org/product/CBCH2.html for more information.
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Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,
Ever, only, all for Thee.

AVAILABILITY
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Frances Ridley Havergal (1836–1879)

