Initiative
INTRODUCTION

W

hen you see a need that
requires immediate

attention, don’t delay! How
important is it to act right
away? For example, what may
happen if you see your little
brother running toward the
street and you don’t stop him?
He could get hit by a car! Even
everyday chores need to be
done promptly. What happens
when you procrastinate with
taking out the trash? The
trashcan could overflow or
an odor develop! Keeping up
with small tasks helps with
harmony in the home. God
may bring a situation to your
attention because He wants you
to act promptly. “I made haste,
and delayed not to keep thy
commandments” (Psalm 119:60).

Sometimes you may need to
ask an authority before meeting
a need, but when you know
what you should do and the
situation is urgent, step in
promptly and help!
Rebekah Swiftly Welcomes a Visitor

INITIATIVE
Recognizing and doing what needs to be done before I am asked to do it
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Initiative Overview
What Is Initiative?
Read aloud and discuss what initiative means and how it applies to life.

The opposite of initiative is unresponsiveness. Unresponsiveness describes someone who is not communicating
or taking action. Could you imagine the devastation
that would result if firefighters did not respond to
calls for help? Someone who is unresponsive ignores
the needs around him and the promptings God gives
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him. He may be distracted, focused on something else,
or selfishly ignoring people because he doesn’t feel
like helping. Perhaps he is lazy and waits for someone
else to act or lead. He may lack the desire, energy, and
resolve needed to put helpful, good ideas into action.
To overcome unresponsiveness, he can repent and ask
God to bring needs to his attention and give him the
motivation and commitment to follow His lead.
When taking
initiative, know
when and how a
task needs to be
done. Consider your
responsibilities
before offering to
help. Some needs
Unresponsiveness on a heart monitor
can be met quickly
reveals a serious situation, just as unreand the solution
sponsiveness to God and others reveals
is obvious, such as
a lack of health in the Body of Christ.
wiping up a spill or
opening a door for someone. On the other hand, some
needs may require more of your time. For example,
your church may request volunteers to help with a
community service day. While this might seem like
a great opportunity to serve, first ask yourself, “Do
I have another commitment to fulfill during that
time?” and “Have I checked with my parents before
volunteering to help?” These questions will help you
to know if this is a time for you to act. Be wise about
when you take initiative. Make sure that you do not
neglect your previous commitments or leave assignments undone when offering to help.
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T

he operational definition of initiative is “recognizing
and doing what needs to be done before I am asked
to do it.” How can you recognize what needs to be
done? First of all, remember what is expected of you
and complete your responsibilities. Then, if you notice
something that you should do, don’t wait to be told to
do it! Can you discern what should be done and do it
before Mom asks you to? When you are told to do a task
and you do it, that is obedience. Doing what you should
before you are told is initiative. After you promptly fulfill
your responsibilities, look around and consider other
ways God might
want you to help or
to offer a creative
solution. The Lord
may even use your
cheerful willingness
to rally others to
action! When everyone takes initiative,
Canada geese illustrate initiative by
the whole day goes
taking turns to break the wind and lead
better because
the flock in a “V” formation.
schoolwork and
chores can be accomplished more efficiently, and other
practical needs can be met, such as refilling the toilet
paper holder, folding laundry, or sharpening pencils.

Quality in Scripture

He is, and allow Him to work in you, your life

“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome

will become a radiant expression of Him. God will

evil with good.” ROMANS 12:21

be glorified as His character is seen in you.

The Character of God

Initiative in My Life

We see examples of initiative in God’s character in the
following ways:

Now let’s examine some ways God wants us to live out
initiative daily.

•

Before anything existed, God began and
completed the creation of the world.

•

(See Genesis 1:1, 26.)
•

God initiated redemption and forgiveness
while we were yet sinners.

(See Proverbs 3:27–28.)
•

(See Romans 5:8, I John 4:19.)
•

God’s Word is sure to perform what He
sends it to do.
Jesus began a conversation with the
woman at the well so He could give her
the true knowledge of God.

•

Jesus recognized people’s needs and met
them according to the Father’s will.

•

Jesus noticed Zacchaeus in the tree and
announced that He was going to his house.

•

The Holy Spirit moved Philip to approach
the Ethiopian at the right time and place.
(See Acts 8:26–30.)

How can I be prepared for attacks
from the devil?
(See Ephesians 6:11, 18.)

•

(See Luke 19:5.)
•

Who helps me to remember and apply
Jesus’ words today?
(See John 14:25–26.)

(See Mark 6:34, Luke 13:12, John 5:30.)
•

When I recognize that people need Jesus,
what action can I take?
(See Matthew 9:36–38.)

(See John 4:6–7, 24–26.)
•

When I become aware that I have offended
someone, who should take the initiative
to make things right?
(See Matthew 5:23–24.)

(See Isaiah 55:10–12, Jeremiah 1:12.)
•

If I am able to help, what might God
want me to do?

If I fail to do the good that I ought to do,
what does God call my negligence?
(See James 4:17.)

•

How can I take initiative to follow the
Lord fully?
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INITIATIVE KEY VERSE

s you read and study God’s Word, see Who

(Romans 12:1–2, II Corinthians 8:5.)
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Bible Story
Rebekah Swiftly Welcomes a Visitor

baby “Isaac.” The couple rejoiced, knowing that God
would continue to fulfill His covenant with Abraham
through Isaac. After Isaac turned forty years old, an
important task remained: finding him a wife. Abraham
called his chief servant and entrusted him with the task
of finding a bride. The woman must not come from the
ungodly Canaanites living nearby but from among
Abraham’s own people. Gathering camels and provisions, the faithful servant departed on the long journey.
One day as evening drew near, he arrived just outside the

1. Who came to the well before Abraham’s servant
finished praying? What did he ask Rebekah?
(See Genesis 24:15–17.)
What are your chores? What other tasks could
you offer to help with?
2. What was Rebekah’s response? Did she act
quickly or reluctantly? (See Genesis 24:18.)
What attitudes and actions communicate
an eagerness to help?
3. What else did Rebekah notice? Did she offer
to help without being asked? (See Genesis 24:19.)
When you finish a task, should you leave or should
you offer to do something else? (See Matthew 5:41.)
4. If one thirsty camel drinks 30 gallons of water,
how much water did Rebekah possibly draw?
(See Genesis 24:10.)
How can you maintain an energetic attitude
when working on a mundane or challenging task?
(See Colossians 3:23–24.)
5. Did Rebekah take her time as she worked? Did she
fulfill her commitment? (See Genesis 24:20–22a.)
4

city of Nahor, where Abraham’s relatives lived. Stopping
at a well, the servant prayed that God would show him
the right bride for Isaac. Aware that women would soon
come to draw water from the well, the servant prayed
that the right young lady would offer him a drink . . . and
also volunteer to draw water for his camels! What would
happen even before the servant finished praying? How
would God answer his prayer? Who would see the need
and volunteer to water all the thirsty camels? Would she
cheerfully complete the daunting task?
Let’s read the Bible story in Genesis 24:15–32 and then
discuss the following questions.

Why is it important to follow through when you
offer to help? (See Proverbs 25:13, 19.)
6. What other questions did the servant ask her?
(See Genesis 24:23.) What was Rebekah’s response?
(See Genesis 24:25.)
How can you promptly welcome others and
show hospitality?
7. While Abraham’s servant waited at the well, how
did Rebekah act swiftly to prepare her family for
this guest? (See Genesis 24:28.)
When others are waiting on you, how can you
make the wait time as short as possible?
8. Who else ran to help? What did he do?
(See Genesis 24:29, 31–32.)
Who may be motivated to serve when they
see your example?
9. Was Abraham’s servant successful in his mission
to find a wife for Isaac? (See Genesis 24:50–52.)
Was Rebekah prompt to follow God’s leading?
How can you encourage others to respond
promptly to God’s leading?
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braham and Sarah were very old when God kept
His promise to give them a son. They named their

Memory Verse
Romans 12:21

“Be not overcome of evil,
but overcome evil with good.”

Memory Verse Game: Ping-Pong!

Doers of the Word: Romans 12:21

Hold the verse up for the children to see. Read the verse

In the blank below, write how this verse could be

together a couple of times. Then divide the children into

applied in your life, e.g., “graciously resolve disagree-

two teams. The teams stand facing each other as if they

ments,” “choose to respond to evil with good,” or

were at a Ping-Pong table. Each word of the memory verse

“consistently be kind to others.”

is quoted by one side to the other, as a Ping-Pong ball
would be hit from one side of the table to the other. Team

“Dear Lord, I yield to You and am willing to apply this

1 says the first word of the verse, which is the “ball” served

verse. Help me to ________________________________

to the other team. Team 2 returns the ball by saying the

_______________________________________________

second word of the verse. Go back and forth until one side

������������������������������������������������� .

forgets the word that comes next in the verse. If a team

I ask that You would develop initiative in my life. In

forgets or misquotes the next word, they have dropped the

Jesus’ name, Amen.”

ball and the other team scores a point. Resume play by
having the other team say the right word, and continue

When the Lord gives you an opportunity to apply

the game until the entire verse has been quoted correctly.

this verse, write it in your journal to later recall God’s

The first team to score 11 points wins the game!

working in your life.
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ROMANS 12:21
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Word Puzzle
Word Search

Instructions
Enjoy meditating on and thinking about the words of the initiative key verse and definition as you find them
in the word search below. The underlined words are hidden horizontally, vertically, diagonally, or backwards.
(Answers can be found on page 12.)
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Romans 12:21
“Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome
evil with good.”

Initiative
Recognizing and
doing what needs to
be done before I am
asked to do it

If finding the underlined words is too difficult or frustrating for your child, assign only a few words to find, such as
“evil” and “good.” Younger children could point to the ABCs. Older children may enjoy the extra challenge of finding all
the words of the verse and definition instead of only the underlined words.
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Activity

Instructions
Look at the picture below. This house needs someone
to take initiative to tidy, straighten, and put things
away. Can you act promptly? Let’s set a timer and see
how quickly you can find seventeen items to put in
order in this picture.
Ready, set, go!

Now, let’s do the same in our house! On the count of
three, let’s look around and promptly take initiative
to straighten an area of the house or put away three
items. When you have finished, come and sit down. Be
sure you do the job correctly and completely, because
I will ask you to show me your work. Ready, set, go!
(Answers can be found on page 13.)
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Initiative Dash!
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Explaining Salvation to a Child
Christ Our Righteousness
You will need the following items: sticky notes, pen, and a white bed sheet.
through Christ. (See John 17:3.) If we accept God’s gift of

Select a volunteer who would not mind standing to represent the sin of all people. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Can
you name some examples of sin? As the children answer,
write their examples on sticky notes and place them onto
the volunteer’s clothing (e.g., speaking unkind words, stealing, disobeying, doing good with wrong motives).

Remove the sticky notes and wrap the white sheet around

Because we have all sinned, and God is holy, we are eternally separated from Him. However, because God loves
us so much, He sent His Son, Jesus, Who died on the
cross to pay for our sin and Who rose again to conquer
death! Now we can have fellowship with God forever

salvation, Christ’s blood cleanses us from sin, and His
righteousness is put upon us! (See II Corinthians 5:21.)
the volunteer to represent Jesus’ robe of righteousness.
Isaiah 31:10 describes what has happened this way:
“My soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness. . . .” In
Romans 10:9–10, we are told how we can accept this
gift: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Are you trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation? If
so, your sins are forgiven and Christ is living in you!

In a Nutshell
1. God created all things
(Colossians 1:16). God is
holy (Leviticus 19:2). God
loves us (John 3:16).
2. Our sin separates us from
God (Romans 3:23).
3. God sent His Son, Jesus, to
provide the way for our
sins to be forgiven and for

88

crucifixion on the
cross, His burial, and
His glorious resurrection
(I Corinthians 15:3–4).
4. We can do nothing to earn
salvation. It is a free gift
from God that we receive
by faith (Ephesians 2:8–9).
5. We receive that gift of
salvation by confessing
with our mouth that Jesus

Your new, inward identity is one of righteousness
in God’s eyes. The more you realize that you are
a new creature in Christ and walk in the Spirit,
the more your outward actions will demonstrate
Christ living in you. Just as the Apostle Paul wrote
in Galatians 2:20, you can also say, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” God gives

fellowship with Him to be

is Lord and believing in

us eternal life—sweet constant fellowship in the

restored (Ephesians 1:6–7).

our heart that God has

Spirit with our Savior—and then His righteous-

Jesus accomplished our

raised Him from the dead

ness is seen in us for His glory. (See John 15:4–10.)

salvation through His

(Romans 10:9–10).
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T

he Bible tells us about God. He is the Creator of the
universe and He is holy. God loves us and created
us to have fellowship with Him. (See Revelation 4:11.)

Hymn History
“Must I Go, and Empty-Handed?”
Sing “Must I Go, and Empty-Handed?” and read about the initiative urged by the hymn writer, Charles C. Luther.
third verse of this hymn, the man was convicted as he

Reverend Charles Luther listened intently. The

heard these words:

visiting evangelist shared about a dying young man’s
confession. In Christian service only a month before
his death, the young
man’s last words had
been a lament: “No, I am
not afraid; Jesus saves me
now. But oh! must I go,
and empty-handed?”

The man went home miserable, so distressed that he
could not eat. That afternoon, he was out and happened
to pass by a workers’ Bible meeting. Entering the room,
he was bewildered to hear being sung the very same

The young man knew he

hymn that had convicted him that morning! Falling

would have joy in Jesus’

to his knees, he surrendered his life to Christ. Truly

presence, and yet he also

changed, his transformed life demonstrated a desire to

was sorrowful because

waste no more years in sin but to follow Christ!

he was taking no one
Charles C. Luther (1847–1924)

O the years in sinning wasted,
Could I but recall them now,
I would give them to my Savior,
To His will I’d gladly bow.

with him. Inspired by the
heartbreaking testimony,

Reverend Luther wrote a poem that considered the
sadness of meeting Jesus empty-handed.
Not at death I shrink nor falter,
For my Savior saves me now;
But to meet Him empty-handed,
Tho’t of that now clouds my brow.
Once the poem was completed, Reverend Luther gave
it to George C. Stebbins, an American Gospel hymn
writer and composer. Mr. Stebbins composed music
for the words, and the poem became the hymn titled
“Must I Go, and Empty-Handed?”

Initiative is “recognizing and doing what needs to be
done before I am asked to do it.” The young man who
bemoaned his lack of initiative in soul-winning died,
unaware that his confession would impact another
believer. Reverend Luther took initiative to write a
hymn that would inspire others to witness for Christ
before it is too late. The dying man’s testimony was
used by God to directly encourage other believers to
take initiative to bring unbelievers to Christ!
O ye saints, arouse, be earnest,
Up and work while yet ’tis day;
Ere the night of death o’er-take thee,
Strive for souls while still ye may.
We will not always have the opportunity to tell others

The story does not end there! About fifteen years later,

the Gospel. Whom can you tell about Jesus? Remember

a reckless, sinful man stumbled upon a city mission

the young man’s painful regret and take initiative

meeting in England. While others were singing the

now—before it is too late!

Photo courtesy of www.hymntime.com/tch
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L

eaning forward so as not to miss a single word,
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Hymn Sheet Music

Must I Go, and Empty-Handed?
Charles C. Luther (1847–1924)
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2.
3.
4.

George C. Stebbins (1846–1945)

Copyright ©2021 by the Institute in Basic Life Principles · iblp.org

Rebekah Swiftly Welcomes a Visitor

“And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for
thy camels also, until they have done drinking” (Genesis 24:19).
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•

2021 Biblical Character Illustrated
Calendar

•

Hymns for the Family CDs
(“Must I Go, and Empty-Handed?”
is sung to piano accompaniment
on Volume 2.)

•

The Power for True Success

•

Understanding Spiritual Gifts

•

Character Cards

•

Character Cards Memory Game

•

Character Sketches, Volumes I–III

•

Achieving True Success

•

Heroes of Faith: Florence Nightingale
Audiobook (CD)

•

Created for Work by Bob Schultz

•

Lincoln on Leadership: Executive Strategies
for Tough Times by Donald T. Phillips

•

“Looking to Jesus in Marketplace
Ministry” (message by Dwain Swanson,
available at embassymedia.com)

•

“Ten Ways Older Children Can Influence
Younger Ones” (message by S. M. Davis,
available at embassymedia.com)

•

“The Godly Discipling Young Person”
(message by Anna Downer, available at
embassymedia.com)

•

“Goal Setting, Scheduling and
Organization” (message by Bob Newhouse,
available at embassymedia.com)

•

“How One Man Can Change History”
(message by Dr. J. David Rogers, available
at embassymedia.com)
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To view these resources
and many more, visit us at:

store.iblp.org
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Word Search Answer Key

1.

Close the dresser drawer

2.

Straighten the blanket

3.

Pick up the pillow

4.

Clean the dirty bathroom mirror

5.

Refill the toilet paper holder

6.

Set up the vase and flowers
on the toilet tank

7.

8.

9.

Swipe the cobweb out of the
stairwell corner

12. Pick up and straighten the papers
around the piano

Straighten the crooked picture

13. Repair the file drawer handle

along the stairs

14. Empty the office trash can

Straighten the tilted lamp shade

15. Wipe up the spill on the stove

10. Put away the football

16. Put away the groceries

11. Straighten the piano books

17. Fold the basket of clean laundry
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Initiative Dash! Answer Key
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