Punctuality
INTRODUCTION

O

n Sunday mornings,
are you often looking

for your Bible or trying
to decide which shoes to
wear while the rest of the
family is getting in the car
to drive to church? When
you are unprepared, you
may cause others to be
late. They may be inconvenienced, or even embarrassed, by your late arrival.
You can help your family
depart on time by making
preparations the night
before. Perhaps you could
locate your Bible and select
the clothes and shoes you
plan to wear. You can even
be more helpful by getting
ready early and then assisting your younger siblings
or helping Dad load the
car. As you prepare for
daily activities and future
events, remember that
ultimately life is the time
to prepare to meet Christ!
Ready for the Bridegroom

PUNCTUALITY
Showing high esteem for other people and their time
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Punctuality Overview
What Is Punctuality?
Read aloud and discuss what punctuality means and how it applies to life.
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his work, others may need to prod him to move on to the
next task. Although the tardy person might apologize
for being late, he continues to mismanage his time
until he has a change of heart. By acknowledging his
selfishness and receiving God’s grace, he can overcome
his tardiness and learn to respect others’ time.

The opposite of punctuality is tardiness. A tardy person
is late and does not honor the time commitments he
has made. He selfishly does what he wants to do without
considering how it will inconvenience others. He may
wait until the last minute to start his assignments. Or he
might underestimate the time necessary to complete his
tasks, thereby missing deadlines. He is easily distracted
by less important things. When he takes too long to do

Have you ever wondered when and how time began? At
Creation, God separated light from darkness to establish
day and night. Then He ordained the sun, moon, and
stars to establish times and seasons. After God created
the world in six days, He rested on the seventh day, thus
instituting the seven-day week. He appointed feasts for
remembrance and celebration. For several thousand
years, Jews have planned, prepared, and traveled to the
right place at the right time to celebrate the feasts. Today,
Christians prepare for Jesus’ return. Although we do not
know the day or the hour when He will come, practicing
punctuality can help us use each moment wisely until
He appears. Invest your time wisely by spending it in a
way that will reap an eternal benefit. God ordains time
to accomplish His work and exalt His greatness. “From
the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same
the Lord’s name is to be praised” (Psalm 113:3).

A punctual person arrives on time or even early so that he doesn’t miss
appointments, such as catching a bus, or cause others to wait for him.

A tardy person runs behind schedule and is late, which often complicates life for himself and sometimes for others as well.
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T

he operational definition of punctuality is “showing high esteem for other people and their time.”
Time is a valuable resource given by God to every
person. How a person chooses to use this resource
often affects others’ lives. Unlike money, time cannot
be saved up. Once time has passed, you cannot retrieve
it. A significant way to show kindness to others is to
be careful not to waste their time. If you are late, they
cannot recover the time they lost while waiting for
you. When you value other people and their time, you
will be punctual so that none of their time is wasted.
You can plan ahead and allow extra time in your day
in case you have an unexpected delay. When you love
others as yourself, you will do everything possible to
respect their time as much as you do your own.

Punctuality in Scripture

A

PUNCTUALITY KEY VERSE

s you read and study God’s Word, see Who

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to

He is, and allow Him to work in you, your

every purpose under the heaven.” ECCLESIASTES 3:1

life will become a radiant expression of Him. God
will be glorified as His character is seen in you.

The Character of God

Punctuality in My Life

We see examples of punctuality in God’s character in
the following ways:

Now let’s examine some ways God wants us to live out
punctuality daily.

God is not late in fulfilling His Word.

•

(See Habakkuk 2:3.)
•

With precise timing, God accomplished
the most important event in history.

(See Romans 13:11–14, I Peter 4:7–8.)
•

(See Galatians 4:4–5, Romans 5:6.)
•

God provided food on a consistent basis
for His people.
(See Exodus 16:13–16, 26.)

•

•

Jesus deferred to His Father’s timetable.
Jesus prioritized time alone with
His Father.
(See Luke 5:15–16.)

•

Jesus, knowing His time on earth was
short, did not delay to do the work that
His Father assigned Him.
The Holy Spirit gives believers the precise
words with which to testify before
authorities at the appropriate time.
(See Mark 13:11.)

When I am angry with someone, how soon
should I resolve the matter?
(See Ephesians 4:26.)

•

Why should I not make others wait for me?
(See Luke 6:31.)

•

What activity does God instruct me to do
consistently every day and night?
(See Joshua 1:8.)

•

(See John 9:4.)
•

A little too much of what “good thing”
could hinder me from being both punctual
and productive?
(See Proverbs 6:9–11.)

(See John 7:6–8, 11:3–6.)
•

How should I conduct myself in preparation for Christ’s return?

Why is it important to show up when
I say I will?
(See Proverbs 25:19.)

•

If I delay in getting my work done, what
consequences may result?
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•

(See Ecclesiastes 10:18, Proverbs 12:24, 18:9, 19:15.)
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Bible Story
Ready for the Bridegroom

lazy and unrighteous servants will be punished, He

Coming. “What shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of

explained. Then Jesus told a parable so the disciples

the end of the world?” they privately asked Him. Jesus

might understand what it meant to be prepared for

warned them of deceivers and told them of the perse-

His return. In the parable, the Kingdom of Heaven was

cution and suffering that they could expect before

illustrated through a Jewish wedding. Who would go to

the end. Yet He also gave reassurance of salvation

meet the bridegroom on his way to receive his bride?

and reward to those who endure to the end. When

Would these people have to wait for the bridegroom?

Jesus spoke of His glorious appearing, He said that no

Who prepared ahead of time so they would be ready to

one except the Father knows the day or the hour of His

celebrate with the bridegroom at the wedding feast?

coming. “Watch,” Jesus said, “and be ready.” He told His

Let’s read the Bible story in Matthew 25:1–13 and
then discuss the following questions.

disciples to anticipate His return and faithfully serve

1. How many virgins went out to meet the bridegroom? (See Matthew 25:1.)
The next time your family goes somewhere, what
can you do to make sure you have everything you
need and are ready to depart when they are?
2. What did the five wise virgins do differently than
the five foolish virgins? (See Matthew 25:3–4.)
What event are you anticipating? What can you
do to prepare ahead for it?
3. Did the bridegroom come right away? What
happened? (See Matthew 25:5.)
How much extra time do you allow for unexpected
delays? What are some ways that you can redeem
(wisely use) your time? (See Ephesians 5:16–21,
Psalm 1:2.)
4. When the bridegroom’s approach was announced,
what did the foolish virgins discover? What did
they ask of the wise virgins? (See Matthew 25:8.)
How can you avoid imposing on others or
borrowing from them?

4

Him until then. Faithful servants will be rewarded, but

5. Since the foolish virgins had not brought oil
and the wise ones did not have extra oil, what
were the foolish told to do? (See Matthew 25:9.)
When is it appropriate and wise to say “no”
to those who request a favor? When might
deferring to others prevent you from fulfilling
your responsibilities?
6. What happened while the foolish were away
buying oil? (See Matthew 25:10.) Were they
allowed to enter late into the wedding celebration? (See Matthew 25:11–12.)
Do you tend to miss events or arrive late because
you aren’t ready on time? What will you do
differently when invited to the next event?
7. What admonition did Jesus give to His
disciples regarding His Second Coming?
(See Matthew 24:42–47, 25:13.)
How can you be preparing now so you can
be ready when Jesus comes? (See Mark 13:33,
Hebrews 10:24–25, I John 3:2–3.)
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J

esus had been training His disciples for nearly three
years when they raised a question about His Second

Memory Verse
Ecclesiastes 3:1

“To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose
under the heaven.”

Memory Verse Game: Ping-Pong!

Doers of the Word: Ecclesiastes 3:1

Hold the verse up for the children to see. Read the verse
together a couple of times. Then divide the children into
two teams. The teams stand facing each other as if they
were at a Ping-Pong table. Each word of the memory verse
is quoted by one side to the other, as a Ping-Pong ball
would be hit from one side of the table to the other. Team
1 says the first word of the verse, which is the “ball” served
to the other team. Team 2 returns the ball by saying the
second word of the verse. Go back and forth until one side
forgets the word that comes next in the verse. If a team
forgets or misquotes the next word, they have dropped the
ball and the other team scores a point. Resume play by
having the other team say the right word, and continue
the game until the entire verse has been quoted correctly.
The first team to score 11 points wins the game!

In the blank below, write how this verse could be
applied in your life, e.g., “wait for the right time,”
“follow a reasonable schedule,” or “fulfill promises I
have made to be somewhere at a certain time.”
“Dear Lord, I yield to You and am willing to apply this
verse. Help me to ________________________________
_______________________________________________
������������������������������������������������� .
I ask that You would develop punctuality in my life.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
When the Lord gives you an opportunity to apply
this verse, write it in your journal to later recall God’s
working in your life.
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ECCLESIASTES 3:1
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Word Puzzle
Word Search

Instructions
Enjoy meditating on and thinking about the words of the punctuality key verse and definition as you find them
in the word search below. The underlined words are hidden horizontally, vertically, diagonally, or backwards.
(Answers can be found on page 13.)
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Ecclesiastes 3:1
“To every thing
there is a season,
and a time to
every purpose
under the heaven.”

Punctuality
Showing high
esteem for
other people
and their time

If finding the underlined words is too difficult or frustrating for your child, assign only a few words to find, such
as “thing” and “heaven.” Younger children could point to the ABCs. Older children may enjoy the extra challenge of
finding all the words of the verse instead of only the underlined words.
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Activity
“When-to-Be-Where” Clocks

Supplies:
•

A photocopy of the “Clock Hands”
template on page 13

•

A paper plate

•

A craft brad (metal, 2-prong fastener)

•

Six 3" x 3" Post-it notes (preferably a
variety of colors)

•

Markers

•

A pen

•

Scissors

•

A stapler

Instructions
First, let’s cut the sticky notes in half so that each
piece will have some stickiness on one side. Next,
fold each cut piece in half so that the sticky side is
through 12 on the front of each paper (one number on

the clock hands and the plate’s center to hold the hands

each paper). Stick the notes in number order around

in place. Surrounded by the sticky note numbers, the

the edge of your paper plate to resemble the face of a

plate should now resemble the face of a clock.

clock. (You may need to secure the back of each note
to the plate with a staple.)

Open each sticky note. On the inside top half of each
note, write “a.m.” and where you need to be and what

Now, cut out the short and long clock hands from the

you need to do at that a.m. time. On the bottom half,

template. Place the clock hands on the plate, with the

write “p.m.” and where you should be and what you

flat ends (opposite the pointed ends) in the center of

will do at that p.m. time.

the plate. Carefully push a brad through the end of

Keep your clock in a prominent place to remind
you to be at the right place at the right time. Your

Simplified Variation

punctuality will help your family function more
effectively and communicate to them that you care

Write the numbers 1–12 around the paper plate and

about them and their time. Even keeping a consistent

add clock hands with a brad to make a clock. Have the

bedtime and waking up on time can prepare you to

children take turns setting the hands to a specific time

wisely use the day God has given you. “So teach us to

and share something they might need to be doing at

number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto

that time or a place they may need to be. Remind them

wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).
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on the back. Use the markers to write the numbers 1

to honor others by being on time.
7

Explaining Salvation to a Child
Christ Our Righteousness
You will need the following items: sticky notes, pen, and a white bed sheet.
through Christ. (See John 17:3.) If we accept God’s gift of

Select a volunteer who would not mind standing to represent the sin of all people. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Sin is anything we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Can
you name some examples of sin? As the children answer,
write their examples on sticky notes and place them onto
the volunteer’s clothing (e.g., speaking unkind words, stealing, disobeying, doing good with wrong motives).

Remove the sticky notes and wrap the white sheet around

Because we have all sinned, and God is holy, we are eternally separated from Him. However, because God loves
us so much, He sent His Son, Jesus, Who died on the
cross to pay for our sin and Who rose again to conquer
death! Now we can have fellowship with God forever

salvation, Christ’s blood cleanses us from sin, and His
righteousness is put upon us! (See II Corinthians 5:21.)
the volunteer to represent Jesus’ robe of righteousness.
Isaiah 31:10 describes what has happened this way:
“My soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness. . . .” In
Romans 10:9–10, we are told how we can accept this
gift: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Are you trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation? If
so, your sins are forgiven and Christ is living in you!

In a Nutshell
1. God created all things
(Colossians 1:16). God is
holy (Leviticus 19:2). God
loves us (John 3:16).
2. Our sin separates us from
God (Romans 3:23).
3. God sent His Son, Jesus, to
provide the way for our
sins to be forgiven and for

88

crucifixion on the
cross, His burial, and
His glorious resurrection
(I Corinthians 15:3–4).
4. We can do nothing to earn
salvation. It is a free gift
from God that we receive
by faith (Ephesians 2:8–9).
5. We receive that gift of
salvation by confessing
with our mouth that Jesus

Your new, inward identity is one of righteousness
in God’s eyes. The more you realize that you are
a new creature in Christ and walk in the Spirit,
the more your outward actions will demonstrate
Christ living in you. Just as the Apostle Paul wrote
in Galatians 2:20, you can also say, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” God gives

fellowship with Him to be

is Lord and believing in

us eternal life—sweet constant fellowship in the

restored (Ephesians 1:6–7).

our heart that God has

Spirit with our Savior—and then His righteous-

Jesus accomplished our

raised Him from the dead

ness is seen in us for His glory. (See John 15:4–10.)

salvation through His

(Romans 10:9–10).
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T

he Bible tells us about God. He is the Creator of the
universe and He is holy. God loves us and created
us to have fellowship with Him. (See Revelation 4:11.)

Hymn History
“What if It Were Today?”
Sing “What if It Were Today?” and read about the punctuality proclaimed by the hymn writer, Leila N. Morris.
in church ministry. Many summer days were spent

knows the day and hour of Christ’s return. “But of

attending camp meetings. In the 1890s, she began

that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels

writing songs. At one camp meeting, Mrs. Morris met

of heaven, but my Father only” (Matthew 24:36).

Dr. H. L. Gilmour, an editor and composer. He encour-

Since Christ’s ascension, believers throughout the

aged her to use her musical talents for God.

ages have eagerly anticipated His imminent return.

Mrs. Morris eventually wrote more than 1,000 hymns,

Not knowing when He will return motivates us to
prepare and be ready as were the wise virgins in
Matthew 25:1–13. At the exact time appointed by the
Father, Jesus will descend through the clouds with
the great sound of a trumpet to gather believers unto
Himself! (See I Thessalonians 4:16–17.)

including “Let Jesus Come into Your Heart,” “Nearer,
Still Nearer,” and “Sweeter as the Years Go By.” In 1913,
when her eyesight began failing, her son created a
way for his mother to continue to write hymns. On a
wall in her home, he built a massive blackboard with
a musical staff on it.

Perhaps these Scripture passages inspired Leila Morris

The giant blackboard

as she wrote “What if It Were Today?” Many of her

enabled his mother to

hymns urged people to consider Christ and draw near

see larger notes so she

to Him. Obviously, she was eagerly awaiting Christ’s

could continue writing

Second Coming!

music. Mrs. Morris

Faithful and true would He find us here
If He should come today?
Watching in gladness and not in fear,
If He should come today?
Signs of His coming multiply,
Morning light breaks in eastern sky,
Watch, for the time is drawing nigh,
What if it were today?
Mrs. Morris was born Leila Naylor on April 15, 1862,

used this helpful tool
until she became
totally blind. Then,
dedicated friends
assisted her in her
writing. She spent her
last days living with her
daughter and passed
away in July 1929.

Leila N. Morris (1862–1929)

in Ohio. Following her father’s death, her mother and

What if Jesus returned today? Would you be ready,

a sister managed a hat shop where she also worked.

doing His will, and eager to greet Him? Don’t put off

In 1881, she married Charles H. Morris. Mrs. Morris

until tomorrow what you know He wants to be done

had been actively involved in her church as a girl

today. Be ready and prepared to receive Jesus when

and, after her marriage, continued to be very active

He comes!

Photo courtesy of www.hymntime.com/tch
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T

he time of Christ’s return is a mystery. Only God
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Hymn Sheet Music

What if It Were Today?
Words and Music by Leila N. Morris (1862–1929)


                     
     

1. Je - sus is co - ming to earth a - gain, What if
it were to - day?
2. Sa - tan's do - mi-nions will then be o'er,
O that it were to - day!
3. Faithful and true would He find us here
If He should come to - day?

  
                     

          

  
  

     

  
  

   
   

Co - ming in po-wer and love to reign, What if
it were to - day?
Sor - row and sighing shall be no more, O that it were to - day!
Watch-ing in gladness and not in fear,
If He should come to - day?

             

         
   

Co - ming to claim His cho - sen Bride, All the redeemed and pu - ri - fied,
Then shall the dead in Christ a - rise, Caught up to meet Him in the skies;
Signs of His co - ming mul - ti - ply,
Morning light breaks in eas - tern sky,


    



    
    

    
    

  
  

    
   

      
        
 

O - ver the whole earth scat - tered wide, What if it were to - day?
When shall these glo - ries meet our eyes? What if it were to - day?
Watch, for the time is dra - wing nigh, What if it were to - day?

 

     
 

  
 
©
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What if it were Today?
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Joy to my heart 'twill bring,
Joy
to
my heart will bring,
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When we shall crown Him King;
When
we shall crown Him King;













 
 

     



 

 




 
 

Haste to pre - pare
Haste to

 





the way;
pre - pare the way;





   










   










Je - sus will come some day.
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Ready for the Bridegroom

“But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. . . . the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went
in with him . . . . Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour . . . ” (Matthew 25:4, 10, 13).
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Word Search Answer Key
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•

2021 Biblical Character Illustrated
Calendar

•

Hymns for the Family CDs
(“What if It Were Today” is sung to
piano accompaniment on Volume 2.)

•

The Power for True Success

•

Understanding Spiritual Gifts

•

Character Cards

•

Character Cards Memory Game

•

Character Sketches, Volumes I–III

•

Achieving True Success

•

Time Bandits: Putting First Things First
by Stuart Briscoe

•

Life Management for Busy Women
by Elizabeth George

•

“Practicing Predictability”
(message by Peter Magnuson,
available at embassymedia.com)

Clock Hands Template

store.iblp.org
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