Thriftiness
INTRODUCTION

A

budget usually refers
to a plan for how to use

money. A budget helps you
see that when you cut spend
ing in one area, you have
more money for another
area. If you garden or cook
from scratch, you may save
on groceries and have more
money available for a family
trip. If you spend less money
on toys, you will have more
to set aside for Christmas
gifts. Budgeting your time
and energy is important
as well. Completing your
schoolwork in less time will
give you more time to do
the other things you enjoy.
To have extra energy for
an exciting evening event,
you may want to nap or get
extra rest in the afternoon.
Creating a plan for your
money, time, and energy
helps you focus on your
goals and carefully manage
what you have been given.
Dorcas Wisely Invests Her Resources

THRIFTINESS
Not letting myself or others spend that which is not necessary
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Thriftiness Overview
What is Thriftiness?
Read aloud, study, and discuss what thriftiness means and how it applies to life.

of rushing into a purchase, ask yourself the following

When you think “thrifty,” do you think of someone

questions: Is this a genuine need? Have I given this

who is stingy with their money? Maybe you think of

need to God? Am I prepared to give account to God

someone who can barely make ends meet, scrimping

for this decision? Extravagance is spending care

and saving in every way? Surprisingly, some of the most

lessly to satisfy “wants”

generous people, and even the most affluent people,

while thriftiness is

have learned that thriftiness is a key to managing their

spending carefully to

wealth! As Christians, we know that God is the One

meet genuine needs.

Who has given us all we have, and we are only His
stewards. However, we want to be wise stewards who
carefully manage these resources, knowing we will one
day give account for our decisions. Instead of frivolous
ly spending on what you do not need, consider what
purchases or investments would meet the Lord’s goals.
He desires that you learn
to be content, that you
seek Him first and allow
Him to provide, and that
you lead others to Him.
(See II Corinthians 9:8.)
Thriftiness is reflecting
what God values through
the purchases we make.

A wise steward has an eternal
motivation for saving his money.
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you should have what “everyone else” has. Instead

Understanding God’s
purposes for money
helps you to know when
to spend, when to give,
and when to save your
money. First, God gives
money to provide for
our basic needs. Second,
He uses money to direct
us by either providing
or withholding funds.

An extravagant spender “throws
away” money on pursuits that
are worthless in light of eternity.

Providing is no problem for Him; however, if He has not
given toward a certain purchase in answer to prayer,
then it is likely He wants you to wait on that purchase.
Third, God entrusts us with financial means so we can

The opposite of thriftiness

experience the joy of being His channel of blessing to

is extravagance. Spending

others. Fourth, God uses finances to demonstrate His

extravagantly means

power as we prayerfully wait on Him for provision. God

that you buy whatever

is honored as you share testimonies of His miraculous

you want whenever you

provision, directing all praise and glory to Him! (See

want it as if you had unlimited funds! This mindset

Psalm 50:15.) Consider these four different purposes for

leads to habits of wasting money by asking for things

money as you seek to make God-honoring decisions

just because you want them or because you think

regarding when to spend, give, or save your money.
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T

he operational definition of thriftiness is “not letting
myself or others spend that which is not necessary.”

Thriftiness in Scripture
Read aloud and discuss each verse, question, and concept.
•

my words, and hide my commandments with

thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and
apply thine heart to understanding; Yea, if thou criest
after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for under

Jesus is our example of living a simple, contented
life. (See Luke 9:57–58.)

•

The Spirit enables us to keep our lives from being
wasted in sin. (See Romans 8:2.)

standing; If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest

THRIFTINESS IN MY LIFE

for her as for hid treasures; Then shalt thou understand

Now let’s examine some ways God wants us to live out

the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.
For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh
knowledge and understanding.” What a privilege

thriftiness daily.
•

avoid? (See Exodus 20:15; Proverbs 21:6; James 5:4.)

to study the rich truths of God’s Word, hide them in
your heart, and apply them to daily life! These truths

•

are priceless treasures, far above the value and beauty
of rubies and diamonds. As you dig deeper into God’s
Word, see Who He is, and allow Him to work in you,
your life will be a radiant expression of His love. He
will be glorified as His character is seen in you.

THE CHARACTER OF GOD
God is the One from Whom all material blessings
come. We see God’s ultimate control over wealth, Jesus’
example of wise management, and the Holy Spirit’s
God is the One Who enables me to have any ma
terial gain in life. (See Deuteronomy 8:18.)
•

Jehovah-Jireh (“The Lord Will Provide”) preserved
the Israelites’ clothing for the entire forty years

What is an appropriate way to gain riches?
(See Proverbs 13:11.)

•

What will happen if I thoughtlessly spend money
on pleasures? (See Proverbs 21:17.)

•

Am I able to be as satisfied and grateful when I have
little as when I have much? (See Proverbs 30:8.)

•

Do I check prices before making a purchase or
beginning a project? (See Luke 14:28–30.)

•

Why is it important to be careful in my spending?
(See Romans 14:12.)

example of thriftiness in the following ways:
•

What wrong ways of gaining riches should I

•

Do I seek to please the Lord with my purchases,
or am I more concerned about impressing my
friends with what I am able to buy?
(See I Thessalonians 4:1.)

they wandered in the desert. (See Nehemiah 9:21.)
•

God has entrusted to my care all that I have, and
I am accountable to Him for how it is used.

•

(See II Corinthians 5:10.)

THRIFTINESS KEY VERSE

Jesus wisely managed the time entrusted to Him

“If therefore ye have not been faithful in

by caring for others while also taking time to

the unrighteous mammon, who will com-

spend with the Father in prayer. (See Mark 1:32–35.)
•

The Good Shepherd does not want any of His

mit to your trust the true riches?” LUKE 16:11
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P

roverbs 2:1–6 says, “My son, if thou wilt receive

precious sheep to be lost. (See Luke 15:4–6.)
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Bible Story
DORCAS WISELY INVESTS HER RESOURCES

T

he number of believers in the early Church multi
plied rapidly. Three thousand were saved on the
Day of Pentecost, and five thousand more believed
after a lame man was healed at the temple gate. Given
this tremendous growth, the early Church was not
without problems. One problem that arose was a
dissension between two groups of believers regarding
the care of their widows. Although the apostles sought
to fulfill the Church’s responsibility to care for the
widows, some widows were overlooked. When the
issue was brought to the attention of the twelve apos
tles, they wisely acknowledged that the level of care

that the widows deserved was beyond their human
ability to provide. Instead, they called on the church
to select seven men to serve as deacons so that the
apostles could devote themselves to prayer and the
preaching of the Word. Under these new provisions,
the needs of the widows were supplied. However,
some believers recognized that aiding widows was
not only the duty of deacons. What else could one do
to care for the widows’ needs? In addition to food,
what would be needed by women with no steady
source of income? Who would choose to budget their
own resources so they could provide for the widows?

BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS
Read Acts 9:36–42 together and discuss the following questions:

Who do you know that is widowed or in need?
What can you do to help them? Instead of buying
gifts for others, what are some things you can
make or do for them?
2. What unexpectedly happened to Dorcas?
(See Acts 9:37.)
What are some wise ways to use your time while
you are young? Why should we use our time wisely?
3. What message did the believers in Joppa send to
Peter? What did Peter do when he received the
message? (See Acts 9:38–39a.)
What opportunities do you have to encourage
or comfort others? Are you known as someone
whom others can call upon when they need
comfort or encouragement?
4. When Peter arrived, who was present and why
were they weeping? (See Acts 9:39b.)
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Can people tell by the way you use your resources
that you have a genuine love for others? What
are some ways that people spend time or money
extravagantly on themselves and limit their ability
to invest in things of eternal significance?
5. What did the widows show Peter that revealed
Dorcas’ talent and how she used this skill to
benefit others? (See Acts 9:39c.)
What special ability has God given you? Why should
you practice diligently to develop your talent?
6. After Peter removed everyone from the room, what
did he do? What happened? Who did he call for
next? (See Acts 9:40–41.)
Who can you thank for investing money, time, or
energy into your life?
7. What happened when the people in Joppa heard
about Dorcas? (See Acts 9:42.)
As you use your money, time, and energy for the
Lord, how can your testimony lead others to faith
in Christ?
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1. How did Dorcas spend her money, time, and
energy? (See Acts 9:36.)

Memory Verse
LUKE 16:11
Play the game together to help the children commit Luke 16:11 to memory. In the section “Doers of the Word,”
have the children record how they will apply the verse to their lives.

“If therefore ye have not been faithful
in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches?”

MEMORY VERSE GAME

DOERS OF THE WORD

Memory Verse Ping Pong

In the blank below, write how this verse could be

Hold up the verse for the children to see. Read the verse

for a sale,” or “be diligent to close doors to conserve

together a couple of times. Then divide the children into
two teams. The teams stand facing each other as if they
were at a ping pong table. Each word of the memory verse,
like a ping pong ball, is “hit” from one side of the table to
the other. Team 1 says the first word of the verse, which
is the “ball” served to the other team. Team 2 returns the
ball by saying the second word of the verse. Go back and
forth until one side forgets the word that comes next in
the verse. If a team forgets or misquotes the next word, they

applied in your life, e.g., “save my money and wait
heating or cooling,” or “remember to change into
play clothes after church.”
“Dear Lord, I yield to You and am willing to
apply this verse. Help me to ______________
_______________________________________
�������������������������������������� .
I ask that You would develop thriftiness in
my life. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”

have dropped the ball and the other team scores a point.

When the Lord gives you an opportunity to apply

Resume play by having the other team say the right word

this verse, write it in your journal to later recall

and continue the game until the entire verse has been said.

God’s working in your life.
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LUKE 16:11

The first team to score 11 points wins the game!
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Activity
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
INTRODUCTION
Enjoy meditating on and thinking about the words of the thriftiness key verse and definition as you fill in
the crossword puzzle below. Italicized words fit horizontally and underlined words fit vertically. One word is
already done for you.
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Luke 16:11

Thriftiness

“If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous

Not letting myself or others spend

mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?”

that which is not necessary

Permission granted to reproduce this page for educational use.
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O T H E R S

Craft
“TURN OFF THE LIGHT!”
INTRODUCTION
During this character study we are asking the Lord to develop thriftiness in our lives. What a privilege to respond
to the work He is doing to change us into the image of His Son! Did you know that you can actually help make
your household electric bill less expensive for your parents? Today we are going to make a craft to help us re
member how we can make a difference every day.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Light bulb template from page 31
Colored construction paper
14-inch pieces of yarn
Scissors
Crayons or markers
Tape
Hole punch

Instructions
The more electricity
we use, the more money
we pay to the electric
company. Let’s see how
much we can do to save
on the electric bill! First,
help me turn on all the lights
and fans in the house while I adjust the thermostat to
turn up the heat (or lower the air conditioning).
Take a few minutes to send the children to turn on lights
and fans while you change the thermostat.
Now, let’s go look at our electric meter. Notice the
speed that the disk is turning with all the lights and
fans on and with the thermostat changed. The speed
of the turning disk indicates how much electricity
is being used at this moment. The faster it turns, the
more the electricity; and the more the electricity, the
more money we will be charged. On the other hand,
the slower it turns, the less electricity; and the less
electricity, the less money we will have to pay. Let’s

go turn off all the lights and fans, and I will change
the thermostat to a normal setting. Then we will come
back and see if the disk is turning faster or slower.
While looking at the meter the second time, ask,
Now when you look at the meter, what do you
notice? Why is that?
To help us remember to avoid wasting elec
tricity, we are going to make a light switch
reminder.
For each child cut a piece of yarn about 14
inches long. Give the children a light bulb
template from page 31.
Cut out the light bulb template and trace
it six times using different colors of con
struction paper. Next, cut out the colored light
bulbs. Punch a hole in the center of the screw section
of each light bulb. Choose four of the light bulbs to
write the four words on. Turn the bulbs so that the
hole is on top. In the empty part under the hole of
each bulb, write one of the four words. (Two bulbs will
remain blank.) When you finish and you line up the
four bulbs, they will read, “Turn off the light!” Now
place the two empty bulbs on each end of the four
with words. Starting with the first blank bulb, thread
the yarn through the holes and end with the second
blank bulb. Tape your “light bulb” reminder around
the switch plate in your bedroom to remind you to be
thrifty by turning off the light as you leave the room.
Your colorful reminders will help your family save
money on the electric bill!
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Supplies:
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Dorcas Wisely Invests Her Resources

“Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named . . . Dorcas: this woman was full of
good works and almsdeeds which she did” (Acts 9:36).
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Hymn History
“Lord, I’m Coming Home”
Sing “Lord, I’m Coming Home” and read about how thriftiness motivated the writing of this hymn by William Kirkpatrick.
The soloist’s voice filled the huge canopy. He possessed

That evening, how Mr. Kirkpatrick must have prayed

a rare, magnificent talent that moved his listeners to

as the soloist began singing:

leader, appreciated the man’s skillful vocal presenta
tion. Yet he was burdened for the soloist’s soul. Every
evening after presenting
the special music, the man

Now I’m coming home;
The paths of sin too long I’ve trod,
Lord, I’m coming home.

would leave, not remaining

The singer poured his skill into the performance. But,

to hear the evangelistic

was he hearing the words with his heart? He had sung

messages.

many hymns before. Mr. Kirkpatrick prayed . . . .

Mr. Kirkpatrick’s concern

After singing the hymn, the soloist stayed for the

for the soloist’s salvation

message! That night the man gave his life to Christ.

was so great that he began

God had used the new hymn to convict him of his

praying and asking the
Lord to give him a song
with words that would
William Kirkpatrick (1838–1921)

I’ve wandered far away from God,

touch the singer’s heart!
The soloist was so gifted—

sin and his need for Christ. Mr. Kirkpatrick rejoiced
in how God had mightily answered his prayer and
drawn this talented man to Himself!
Thriftiness is not letting myself or others spend that

how much more glorious if he could sing about God

which is not necessary. Being careful not to be waste

from his heart? Mr. Kirkpatrick continued to petition

ful applies to more than just money. Abilities and

God for this man’s life.While praying for the soloist,

opportunities should also not be wasted. Seeing the

words suddenly came to Mr. Kirkpatrick. Eagerly the

soloist’s talent, Mr. Kirkpatrick desired that the man

songleader wrote this refrain:

not waste any more years in sin but would use his

Coming home, coming home,
Never more to roam.
Open wide Thine arms of love,
Lord, I’m coming home.

ability for God’s glory. Are we careful with what God
has given us? Whether you have a talent, special skill,
or ability, are you using it for God’s glory? Or are you
foolishly misusing what God has given to you? “The

Following those inspired words, more quickly came.

night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore

Mr. Kirkpatrick swiftly jotted down verse after verse.

cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on

Finally pausing, he saw he had written four stanzas!

the armor of light” (Romans 13:12). Indeed, let us be

Thrilled with God’s answer to prayer, he quickly fin

mindful to not squander the time or talents God has

ished the new hymn for the soloist to sing.

entrusted to our stewardship.

Photo courtesy of www.hymntime.com/tch
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tears. Mr. William Kirkpatrick, the tent revival’s song
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Hymn Sheet Music

Lord, I'm Coming Home
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6.


      
 

William J. Kirkpatrick (1838‒1921)

William J. Kirkpatrick (1838‒1921)

Crossword Puzzle Answer Key
T
T H R I F T
U
W
S
F
H
T
I
C O M M I T
H
H
E
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F
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R
B E E

U
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E
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S
N
E
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F
N

Light Bulb Template

Recommended Resources
•

2018 Biblical Character Illustrated
Calendar

•

Hymns for the Family CDs
(“Lord, I’m Coming Home” is sung to
piano accompaniment on Volume 3.)

•

The Power for True Success

•

Character Cards

•

Character Cards Memory Game

•

Character Sketches, Volumes 1–3

•

Achieving True Success

•

Financial Freedom Seminar

•

Men’s Manual Vol. II

•

The Richest Christian Game

•

“How to Support a Family of 19 With
out a Salary” (Message by Gil Bates,
available at embassymedia.com.)

•

George Müller of Bristol by
Arthur T. Pierson

store.iblp.org
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To view these resources
and many more, visit us at:
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