Tolerance
INTRODUCTION

H

ave you ever looked
through a microscope?
This tool allows you to see
things that are invisible to
the unaided eye. Under a
microscope lens, a whole new
world is visible! Similarly,
God gives a perspective that
we don’t have. He sees much
more about a person than
we can. You may see only
people’s facial expressions,
attire, manners, quirks,
or personalities. Others’
behaviors or choices may
annoy or frustrate you, yet
God sees a person created
in His image and of great
worth. He sees beyond His
child’s shortcomings to who
he can become in Christ.
Because God is patient, merci
ful, and forgiving, He tells
His children to treat others
in the same way. “Wherefore
receive ye one another, as
Christ also received us to the
glory of God” (Romans 15:7).
Ananias Sees Saul Through God’s Eyes

TOLERANCE
Acceptance of others as unique expressions of specific character qualities in varying degrees of maturity
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Tolerance Overview
What Is Tolerance?
Read aloud, study, and discuss what tolerance means and how it applies to life.

form His priceless character in us.

The opposite of toler
ance is prejudice. A
prejudiced person has a false sense of superiority and
judges others from that self-made position. He catego
rizes people and dislikes certain ones for superficial
reasons. He looks down on those who are different
from himself. Even before he knows a person well, he
makes assumptions and forms an opinion. Viewing
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others with a critical eye, he mocks or excludes those
whom he dislikes. Prejudging people is just one aspect
of intolerance. An intolerant person lacks the humility
and maturity to appreciate and respect others. To him,
character flaws are unchanging traits that define the
offender, and there is no hope for improvement. There
fore, the intolerant person sees no reason to give others
opportunity or time to change. He simply ignores
or avoids those who make him uncomfortable. His
uncaring actions are hurtful, and his disdainful atti
tude cuts off relationships that might have benefited
himself and others.
In recent years,
tolerance has been
redefined to mean that
all ideas and beliefs
are equal. Society
pressures people to
Intolerant people have no grace for
show acceptance of
those who do not “measure up” to their
“all ideas and beliefs,”
expectations and can reject or hurt
whether they are right people, overlooking their potential.
or wrong. However,
you cannot agree
with someone who wants to be his own authority and
who disagrees with the truth, the Bible. A religious,
political, or cultural belief may be a contradiction or a
misinterpretation of God’s Word. “Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8). Even though
you cannot agree with all ideas, display tolerance by
treating all people with respect. Be courteous even to
those with whom you disagree.
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T

he operational definition of tolerance is “accep
tance of others as unique expressions of specific
character qualities in varying degrees of maturity.”
Tolerance is offering grace to those who lack wisdom
or maturity. Everyone, including you, is at a different
stage of personal growth. Sometimes you may be
irritated by someone’s childishness, mistakes, or lack
of experience. How can you overcome irritation? Ask
God to show you how He sees people (Romans 5:8).
When you value someone, you are able to accept,
forbear, or be patient with him when he annoys or
frustrates you. Recognize that you likely have some
fault, mannerism, or characteristic that needs grace
from others. God gives grace to the humble to overlook
the aggravation and either (1) acknowledge someone’s
progress toward
maturity or (2) pray
for someone making
unwise choices. As
you walk in the Spirit,
you will manifest
the fruit of the Spirit,
An oyster coats an irritating grain of
which includes love
sand with nacre to form a precious
pearl; likewise, we can respond with
and longsuffering
gracious tolerance, allowing God to
(Galatians 5:22–25).

Tolerance in Scripture

A

TOLERANCE KEY VERSE
s you read and study God’s Word, see Who

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded,

He is, and allow Him to work in you, your life

having the same love, being of one accord,

will become a radiant expression of Him. God will

of one mind.” PHILIPPIANS 2:2

be glorified as His character is seen in you.

The Character of God

Tolerance in My Life

We see examples of tolerance in God’s character
in the following ways:

Now let’s examine some ways God wants us to live
out tolerance daily.

God knows how needy we are and is
kindhearted toward us.

•

(See Matthew 18:32–33.)

(See Psalm 103:8, 14.)
•

God impartially offers salvation and welcomes
believers into His family.
(See Romans 3:22, Ephesians 1:5–6.)

•

•

•

Sometimes God delays judgment as He
patiently waits for men to repent.

Do I focus on the shortcomings of others
and try to change them, or do I examine
myself before God?

(See Jonah 3:9–10, II Peter 3:7–9.)

(See Romans 14:10–12, Luke 6:42.)

Disregarding prejudice, Jesus spoke to the
Samaritan woman even though others would
condemn Him for doing so.

•

•

Jesus was willing to associate with sinners so
that He could minister to them.
Jesus did not condemn the adulterous woman or
ignore her sin but told her to do what was right.

•

The Holy Spirit works in believers and, over
time, patiently changes them to be like Jesus.
(See II Corinthians 3:18.)

Should I base my treatment of people on their
outward appearance?
(See James 2:1–4.)

•

What attitudes does God tell me to have
toward my fellow Christians?
(See Romans 12:16, I Peter 4:8.)

(See John 8:3–11.)
•

Rather than despise a weaker brother, how
does God instruct me to respond?
(See Romans 14:1–7.)

(See Luke 15:1–2, 10.)
•

Is it Biblical to hate the sin and love the sinner?
(See Jude 1:22–24, Romans 12:9–10.)

(See John 4:9–10.)
•

Why should I be tolerant of others?

•

Should I let what is popular influence my
thoughts and behavior?
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•

(See Exodus 23:2.)
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Bible Story
ANANIAS SEES SAUL THROUGH GOD’S EYES

His goal was to serve God and punish those who
appeared to be disobeying the Law of God. As the
Christian martyr Stephen was stoned to death for his
faith in Christ, Saul watched approvingly. Zealous to
extinguish the early Church, Saul invaded Christian
homes and threw believers into prison. When Saul
heard that the Gospel had spread to the city of
Damascus, he sought approval from the high priest
to arrest Christians there. After securing the desired
papers, Saul embarked on the 130-mile journey. As he
neared Damascus, a bright light from Heaven shone

Let’s read the Bible story in Acts 9:10–22 and then
discuss the following questions.

1. What did God direct Ananias to do?
(See Acts 9:10–12.)

5. What was the result of Ananias’ visit to Saul?
(See Acts 9:18.)

How has God prompted you to welcome someone
who is unpleasant?
2. What did Ananias know about Saul? Why did
Ananias appeal to God? (See Acts 9:13–14.)
Why might you dislike someone you haven’t
even met? Have you asked God to help you get
to know him?
3. How did God view Saul? Did He focus on Saul’s
past as a persecutor or on what he could become?
(See Acts 9:15–16.)
What makes every person valuable in God’s eyes?
(See Genesis 1:26–28.) How does God view His
children? (See Colossians 1:21–22.)
4. What did Ananias do that showed he trusted
God, Who sees perfectly? (See Acts 9:17.)
How will your words and actions change when
God gives you the wisdom to see as He does?
(See James 3:17–18.)
4

on the determined persecutor! He fell to the ground
stunned. Saul trembled as he heard Jesus speak to
him, and asked, “Lord, what will you have me to do?”
When Saul opened his eyes, he saw nothing! Blind
and humbled, he had to be led into the city, where he
lodged for three days, neither eating nor drinking.
How would God direct a Christian named Ananias to
minister to Saul? What fears would Ananias have?
Would he be willing to see Saul as God did, or would
he view the persecutor only in light of the man’s
terrible past?

How might a younger sibling, a church member,
or an unsaved person benefit when you reach
out to him?
6. Who accepted Saul into their company after his
salvation? (See Acts 9:19.)
Why is it important to avoid cliques and
welcome others into your circles of friendship?
(See John 13:34–35, James 2:8–9.)
7. How do we know that Saul’s conversion was
genuine? What was the Jews’ response to Saul?
(See Acts 9:20, 23.)
How has God changed your life since you were
saved? How have you seen Him change others?
(See II Corinthians 5:17.)
8. What impact did Ananias’ ministry to Saul have
on the Church? (Acts 9:21–22, 31.)
What might be the result if all Christians see
value in people instead of focusing on their
irritating behaviors?
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S

aul studied for many years, learning philosophy
from the Greeks and law from Jewish Pharisees.

Memory Verse
PHILIPPIANS 2:2

Play the game together to help the children commit Philippians 2:2 to memory. In the section “Doers of the Word,”
have the children record how they will apply the verse to their lives.

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind.”

MEMORY VERSE GAME

DOERS OF THE WORD

Erase-A-Word

In the blank below, write how this verse could be

Write the verse on a whiteboard. Read the verse aloud

as I care about myself,” “be more agreeable,” or “try to

with the children several times, explaining key words as
needed. Each time, before repeating the verse together,
have a child erase any two words in the verse on the
whiteboard. Can they remember which words were
erased and say them the next time through, even though
the words are no longer visible? Repeat until every word
is erased and the children have the verse memorized.

applied in your life, e.g., “care as much about my sister
better understand others.”
“Dear Lord, I yield to You and am willing to
apply this verse. Help me to _________________
__________________________________________
��������������������������������������������.
I ask that You would develop tolerance in my
life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
When the Lord gives you an opportunity to apply
this verse, write it in your journal to later recall God’s
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PHILIPPIANS 2:2

working in your life.
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Word Puzzle
WORD SEARCH

Instructions
Enjoy meditating on and thinking about the words of the tolerance key verse and definition as you find them
in the word search below. The underlined words are hidden horizontally, vertically, diagonally, or backwards.
(Answers may be found on page 12.)
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Philippians 2:2
“Fulfil ye my joy, that
ye be likeminded,
having the same
love, being of one
accord, of one mind.”

Tolerance
Acceptance of
others as unique
expressions of
specific character
qualities in varying
degrees of maturity

If finding the underlined words is too difficult or frustrating for your child, assign only a few words to find, such as
“the” and “one.” Younger children could point to the ABCs. Older children may enjoy the extra challenge of finding all
the words of the verse and definition instead of only the underlined words.
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Activity
BUGGED OR WATERED?

•

Cupcake liners

•

Green, blue, and purple or red pipe cleaners

•

Tape

•

Scissors

•

Coin

unmet expectations. If we expect someone to act a
certain way and he does not, we may become irritated
and intolerant. For example, if we expect someone to
share and he does not, we may lash out with angry,
unkind words. Or we may avoid him, telling ourselves
he will not change. Because of our response, the person
could feel rejected, believe that he is “not good enough,”

Instructions

or become discouraged from making wise choices.

Bend the top portion of the green pipe cleaner to form

Our expectations can hinder another’s maturity just as

leaves and a stem. Poke the end of the pipe cleaner
through the inside bottom of the cupcake liner and

plant-eating bugs hinder the growth of a plant. Place the
bugs on your plant and pretend they devour it to illus

pull about an inch of pipe cleaner through the hole.

trate how our expectations prevent others from growing.

Bend and tape this 1-inch section securely to the

When you are irritated, how can you transform those

bottom of the cupcake liner, and then tape a coin to the

situations into opportunities to help people grow?

bottom to provide stability.

Replace your expectations with encouragement!

This little “plant” with no bloom represents someone

(Examples of encouragement: praising someone for having

who is growing but is still immature. The person may

a right attitude, teaching a sibling how to be helpful,

act selfishly instead of yielding to the Holy Spirit,

working alongside a friend, setting a good example, gently

but he is learning to yield to God more and more.
Cut small pieces of blue pipe cleaner and form

giving reminders or praying for someone to grow
in a specific area.)

them into plant-eating “bugs.” These little bugs

Let’s remove the destructive bugs from

represent our unmet expectations of others.

your plant and transform them into

Sometimes we are annoyed by their words

life-giving water drops. Untwist the

or actions because we expect them to

bugs and reform the blue pipe cleaner

“know better.” What are some things that

pieces into water drops. Finally,

people do to “bug” you? (Examples of

shape a red or purple pipe cleaner

irritations: grabbing the toy I was

into a flower and attach it to the

holding, borrowing my things

green stem! The flower symbolizes

without asking, whining on

others who will benefit (bloom)

our hike, or marking

from your loving tolerance of their

on my paper.)
When something
bugs us, it may
reveal that we have

immaturity and your will
ingness to help
them grow in
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Supplies:

character!
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Explaining Salvation to a Child
Christ Our Righteousness
You will need the following items: sticky notes, pen, and a white bed sheet.
through Christ. (See John 17:3.) If we accept God’s gift of

Select a volunteer who would not mind standing to represent the sin of all people. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Sin is any
thing we think, say, or do that breaks God’s Law. Can
you name some examples of sin? As the children answer,
write their examples on sticky notes and place them onto
the volunteer’s clothing (e.g., speaking unkind words, stealing, disobeying, doing good with wrong motives).

Remove the sticky notes and wrap the white sheet around

Because we have all sinned, and God is holy, we are eter
nally separated from Him. However, because God loves
us so much, He sent His Son, Jesus, Who died on the
cross to pay for our sin and Who rose again to conquer
death! Now we can have fellowship with God forever

salvation, Christ’s blood cleanses us from sin, and His
righteousness is put upon us! (See II Corinthians 5:21.)
the volunteer to represent Jesus’ robe of righteousness.
Isaiah 31:10 describes what has happened this way:
“My soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness. . . .” In
Romans 10:9–10, we are told how we can accept this
gift: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Are you trusting in Jesus Christ for your salvation? If
so, your sins are forgiven and Christ is living in you!

In a Nutshell
1. God created all things
(Colossians 1:16). God is
holy (Leviticus 19:2). God
loves us (John 3:16).
2. Our sin separates us from
God (Romans 3:23).
3. God sent His Son, Jesus, to
provide the way for our
sins to be forgiven and for

88

crucifixion on the
cross, His burial, and
His glorious resurrection
(I Corinthians 15:3–4).
4. We can do nothing to earn
salvation. It is a free gift
from God that we receive
by faith (Ephesians 2:8–9).
5. We receive that gift of
salvation by confessing
with our mouth that Jesus

Your new, inward identity is one of righteousness
in God’s eyes. The more you realize that you are
a new creature in Christ and walk in the Spirit,
the more your outward actions will demonstrate
Christ living in you. Just as the Apostle Paul wrote
in Galatians 2:20, you can also say, “I am cruci
fied with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” God gives

fellowship with Him to be

is Lord and believing in

us eternal life—sweet constant fellowship in the

restored (Ephesians 1:6–7).

our heart that God has

Spirit with our Savior—and then His righteous

Jesus accomplished our

raised Him from the dead

ness is seen in us for His glory. (See John 15:4–10.)

salvation through His

(Romans 10:9–10).
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T

he Bible tells us about God. He is the Creator of the
universe and He is holy. God loves us and created
us to have fellowship with Him. (See Revelation 4:11.)

Hymn History
“Just As I Am”
Sing “Just As I Am” and read about how someone’s loving tolerance led the hymn writer, Charlotte Elliott, to Christ.

T

he light breeze wafted over the seaside town of

moving in Miss Elliott’s resistant heart. Finally, she

Brighton, England. Flowers bloomed in the early

asked, “If I wanted to become a Christian and to share

May sunlight. However, inside one home the scene
was not so peaceful!

the peace and joy you possess, what would I do?”
Dr. Malan smiled. “You would give yourself to God just

A guest at the family dinner table, the evangelist from

as you are now, with your fightings and fears, hates

Switzerland, was asking some startling questions:

and loves, pride and shame.”

“Are you a Christian? Have you experienced Christ?”

Miss Elliott responded: “I would come to God just as I

one of his hosts. The thirtythree-year-old daughter,
Charlotte Elliott, quickly
replied that her salvation
was not his concern!
Miss Elliott had enjoyed a
happy childhood, and her
artistic talent had been
developed extensively during
her young adult years.
Charlotte Elliott (1789–1871)

However, as she neared her
thirtieth birthday, her health

had begun to fail. Now an invalid, her poor health
depressed and embittered her. How dare this guest,
Dr. Malan, confront her about her spiritual health!

am? Is that right?”
The Swiss minister nodded yes. The forbearance
demonstrated by the evangelist had borne good
fruit. With no more argument, Miss Elliott humbly
surrendered to Christ. Her life was transformed as
she discovered Christ’s peace! Later, although still an
invalid, she was inspired to write hymns.
Her best-known hymn was written fourteen years
after her salvation. Miss Elliott’s brother, a pastor, was
holding a bazaar to raise funds to build a school for
poor clergymen’s children. Unable to help physically,
Miss Elliott instead participated by writing a poem
with five short verses to sell for the project. Her poem,
later titled “Just As I Am,” raised more money for the
school than the entire bazaar had raised! The resulting
leaflet was immediately well-received, selling quickly

“You are tired of yourself, aren’t you?” Dr. Malan

across England. Some have called it “the most famous

persisted gently. “You are holding to your hate and

invitational hymn in history.”

anger because you have nothing else in the world to
cling to. Consequently, you have become sour, bitter,
and resentful.”

Because of Dr. Malan’s tolerance of Miss Elliott’s
brashness, he was able to help her see her true spiritual
condition and need for Christ’s healing. May we also

The family quietly slipped from the room, leaving

accept others as they are and point them toward the

the two to continue their discussion. God’s Spirit was

One Who alone can transform their lives.

Photo courtesy of www.hymntime.com/tch
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His kind yet direct questions particularly offended
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Hymn Sheet Music
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William B. Bradbury (1816–1868)
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Charlotte Elliott (1789–1871)
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Ananias Sees Saul Through God’s Eyes

“And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 9:17).
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Word Search Answer Key
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